Visiting Surgeon to the Glasgow Royal Infirmary.
In text-book accounts of diseases it is the almost invariable rule for the synoptical description of the disease to be followed immediately by a statement of the aetiology. The cause of a disease, while generally first in the order of consideration, is not apt to bulk so largely in our minds as in the minds of our patients. We find ourselves interested in the pathology, the morbid anatomy, and the treatment; interested in the things we know of, putting off the inquiry into the too often problematical cause.
But the patient's first inquiry, except in the perfectly obvious, and in extreme urgency, is commonly?'' What can have been the cause of this trouble ? '' The lay mind is keen to know, and keen to probe into the possibilities of all causes, and apt to assign a cause with but little foundation for the opinion, and all the more pleased if some nebulosity like heredity can be remotely suggested. 
